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Autumn is always a special season for us.  The forest is calm after 
summer crowds, plants and animals are preparing for winter, the 
air is getting crisper and the trails less traveled.  It’s truly a wonder-
ful time to take a hike and enjoy our unique natural treasure – The 
Anacortes Community Forest Lands.  
 
	We	also	celebrate	the	fall	season	with	our	Annual	Benefit	Event,	
The	Best	Party	of	the	Year.	Please	join	us	for	a	fun	filled	evening	
with music by Fidalgo Swing and great food prepared by Gere-
a-Deli plus a silent auction and short live auction.
 
This event provides the primary funding for our entire Forest 

Education	and	Stewardship	program.			For	over	25	years,	the	Friends	of	the	Forest	have	provided	multi-layered	forest	educa-
tion programs that strive to meet the needs of all Fidalgo Island residents.  In partnership with the City and School District, 
our	Forest	Education	programs	work	to	connect	citizens	of	all	ages	with	their	community	forest	and	deepen	their	understand-
ing	of	the	watershed	flowing	into	the	sea	around	us.	In	2012,	we	had	over	1600	participants	in	our	programs.		Funds	donated	
to	our	organization	stay	in	our	local	community	to	support	forest	education	and	stewardship	programs.		
 
 We are delighted to have Kathleen Faulkner as our featured artist for this year’s event.  
Her	work	is	inspired	by	the	environment	of	the	Pacific	Northwest,	and	she	says,	“We	are	blessed	
in this community with a substantial forest area called the Anacortes Community Forest Lands. 
I	am	honored	to	be	this	year’s	featured	artist.”	She	created	a	special	18”	x	24”	oil	pastel	for	us	
titled, Island Residents. 
 
 Other artists who have generously donated original work include: Jennifer Bowman, 
Leo Osborne, Jane Lane, Cynthia Richardson, Keith Sorenson and others.  Many local individu-
als and businesses have donated a wide assortment of services and wonderful items for the live 
and silent auction.  You can look forward to the popular catered Sushi dinner, sailboat cruises, 
kayaking trips and much more.  Our website will be updated with auction items.
 
Individual	tickets	are	$50.00	($25.00	being	tax	deductible)	or	$400.00	for	a	table	of	eight	or	$500.00	for	a	table	of	ten.		
Purchase	tickets	at	Watermark	Book	Company	in	Anacortes	or	through	the	Friends	of	the	Forest	Office	by	calling	360.293.3725	
or	online	at	www.friendsoftheacfl.org.

Join	us	on	October	4th!	Friends	of	the	Forest	will	be	hosting	the	October	Art	Walk	at	Watermark	
Book	Company	starting	at	6:00	pm.		Join	us	for	refreshments,	art	preview,	forest	conversation	and	
the	opportunity	to	purchase	Annual	Benefit	Event	tickets.	

Saturday,	November	2nd	•	5:30-11:00	pm	
at The Port Warehouse

“The	Loner”	By	Leo	Osborne

“Checkered	Red	Heron”	By	Jennifer	Bowman
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Appeal Process Extends Comment Opportunity, Provides Public Hearing for
Private Logging and Development Plans on Southern Slope of Mount Erie

Wednesday, October 9, 2013,  9am
Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room
1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon

Appeal Process Extends Comment Opportunity, Provides Public Hearing for Private Logging and Development 
Plans on Southern Slope of Mount Erie
Notice is hereby given that the Skagit County Hearing Examiner will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 9, 2013 in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room, 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, 
Washington, at the hour of 9:00 a.m. or soon thereafter, for the purpose of determining the following:  
 Open Record Appeal PL13-0281 submitted by Evergreen Islands of a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance (MDNS) threshold determination of a for forest practice conversion 
application PL13-0102 and grading permit application BP13-0136 filed by Mr. Frank Harkness.  Mr. Harkness 
proposes to harvest the timber on the subject site, construct an access road, and develop the 40 acre parcel for 
residential purposes. The subject site is located north and adjacent to 5285 Campbell Lake Road Drive within 
a portion of the Northwest quarter of Section 12, Township 34 North, Range 1 East, Skagit County, WA (Parcel 
P19301).  Staff Contact: John Cooper.

Your views for or against the requests are invited either by attendance, representation or letter.  Comments 
and/or facsimiles must be received by this office no later than 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 9, 2013 (October 8?) 
or be presented at the public hearing.  Email correspondence will not be accepted however comments may be 
submitted with the PDS website under the current legal notices tab.

Heart Lake Update                                       By Jonn Lunsford

For those of you watching Heart Lake this summer you have noticed that it has some problems.  The lake 
has a zealous growth of filamentous algae that shows up as large green mats of floating scum on the 
surface of the lake.  There is also overgrowth of Hornwort (Ceratophyllum), a floating native plant, and non-
native milfoil growing throughout the lake. To add to this, in mid-August ACFL staff posted “Caution” signs 
to warn the public that a toxic algae bloom may be present at the lake.  

The city is currently working with the Department of Ecology to remove the milfoil, which is a hybrid plant 
that shares the characteristics of our native northern milfoil and invasive and non-native Eurasian milfoil.  
Divers are pulling milfoil from a 3 acre area near the boat launch.  Their efforts this year were slightly de-
railed by the potential toxic algae bloom which limited visibility and posed a health threat.  Next year they 
will return to the lake to continue their efforts.  Herbicides will also be applied to the milfoil next summer in 
two small plots to test the effectiveness on the hybrid plants.  

We understand that there is a desire for the city to move faster judging by the complaints about the appear-
ance of the lake.  The community’s passion about the forest lands and their desire to work with us to solve 
a problem is a very positive thing.  But at Heart Lake, there is not a simple solution.  

Applying chemicals to the lake could restore lake clarity and open up the water to recreation activities.  The 
discussions and meetings we have had in the past have told us that the community would like us to try 
manual removal as the first option for milfoil.  Floating mats of algae are also tricky to remove.  Near the 
shore they could be raked out; off shore the sheer volume of the algae presents a problem to hand removal.  
The rapid regrowth of algae means any success would be short lived.  

We are seeking advice from other cities and counties, staff at the Department of Ecology and local univer-
sity professors to see what we can learn from them.  Thank you for your patience as we try to find a work-
able solution.  



3

Anacortes Community Forest Lands   
The fall rains will soon be upon us and with the rain brings changing conditions to our ACFL trail sys-
tem.  This past summer gave us months of warm and sunny weather, which dried out and compacted 

many of the trails.  These areas are now at risk of becoming muddy and eroded as we head into fall 
and continue to use the trails.  What can we do to help out with trail erosion and degradation of areas along the 
trail?  Plenty… Here are a few tips to follow for every user group that visits the ACFL during the fall and winter 
months:

WALKERS & HIKERS:  Wear a good pair of water-
proof boots and trudge right through those puddles on 
the trails.  Most are only a couple of inches deep and 
drain away after a day or two of dry weather.  This will 
prevent the trampling of vegetation along the sides of 
the trail and help keep the trail from getting wider. Pre-
vent the short cutting of switchbacks or creating a new 
trail that shortens your route.  Stay on designated trails 
at	all	times.		Educate	others	who	are	walking	with	you	
on ways to prevent erosion along the trails.

MOUNTAIN BIKERS:  Avoid skirting around wet 
areas on trails.  If you want to diminish the amount of 
mud on yourself and your bike while riding, purchase 
a good set of bicycle fenders and outerwear.  There are 
two great bike shops in Anacortes that will be more 
than happy to hook you up with the right winter gear 
for your bike and person.  Also, please remember to 
avoid locking up your wheels on downhill slopes at all 
times of the year, as this creates a permanent groove in 
the trail surface for water to follow and erode the trail.  
Adults, please teach your children this very important 
trail etiquette.

HORSE RIDERS:  Learn the trail system well.  Many 
of the trails that are great for summer time riding be-
come very slippery during the fall and winter months.  
As a result, riders who go on the wrong trails tend to 
ride off trail to avoid a slippery rock or muddy area, 
which again only leads to the degradation of native 
plants and the widening of trails.  Use our maps which 
provide	a	brief	trail	description	and	level	of	difficulty.		
Most horse riders during the wet season tend to stay on 
2-track/dirt	 road	 trails	which	 are	 generally	 safer	 and	
drier.  Please report downed trees that are blocking 
trails to the Parks Department so we can remove them 
promptly.

MOTORCYCLE RIDERS:  A friendly reminder 
that all motorcycles are prohibited in the ACFL during 
the	winter	 seasonal	 closure	which	 begins	November	
1st	and	goes	 through	March	31st	of	each	year.	 	This	
closure is to help protect the trails and reduce erosion 
issues.  There may be heavy rainfall outside of the clo-
sure period so plan your rides accordingly.  Avoid spin-
ning your tires and ride in full control and within the 
15	mph	speed.	 	Avoid	u-turns	as	these	maneuvers	on	
single-track trails cause considerable damage along the 
trail edges.  Also, view trail signs to be sure you are on 
a trail that is open to motorcycle riding.  Getting on the 
wrong trail will likely cause trail damage, erosion, and 
permanent damage of the trail. 

by Dave Oicles
ACFL Ranger
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Get to know your community forestlands! It’s time to join a guided hike 
and begin to learn more about the fascinating wild heart of our island. 

Fall Calendar 2013

Senior/Adult Hikes
For	any	adult	with	a	desire	to	learn	more	about	our	community	forest	lands	through	an	easy	hike	in	fine	company,	with	a	naturalist	guide.

The	Friends	of	the	Forest	is	a	not	for	profit,	citizen	organization	dedicated	to	the	preservation	of	the	Anacortes	Community	
Forest Lands through education, outreach, and stewardship. We have a multi-layered education program that strives to meet 
the	needs	of	all	Fidalgo	Island	residents.		Our	education	program	includes	K-12	guided	school	field	trips,	Adult/Senior	hikes,	
All	ages	hikes,	Forest	Discovery	Day	Camp,	habitat	restoration	efforts,	Ethnobotany	field	seminars,	a	quarterly	newsletter,	
and		our	two	comprehensive	school	district	programs:	Growing	Wild-	native	plants	for	all	3rd	graders,	and	Middle	School	
Watershed	Discovery	for	all	students	in	7th	grade.	Our	community	hikes	are	free	and	no	registration	is	required.	Please	join	
us	this	fall	as	we	continue	to	explore	and	learn	more	about	the	ACFL	together.		For	more	information	about	our	group	or	these	
hikes	please	contact	Denise	Crowe	or	Jean	Andrich	at	293-3725.	You	may	also	visit	our	website	www.friendsoftheacfl.org	or	
email	us	at	info@friendsoftheacfl.org	.		Please	understand	that	our	hikes	are	for	people	only;	so	we	ask	that	you	leave	your	
pets	at	home.	Hope	to	see	you	in	the	woods!

Maple, willow, cottonwood, and mature alder bring abundant color to the season. This 
is	one	of	the	most	deciduous	areas	of	our	forest	and	a	real	treat	to	explore	in	the	fall.	
Expect	a	wide	variety	of	mushrooms	along	the	way.	Meet	at	the	Heart	Lake	parking	
lot.

We have the best remaining stand of Puget Sound lowland old growth forest right here 
on	Fidalgo	Island	in	the	heart	of	our	community	forest.	Come	along	and	experience	
the	big	old	trees.	Meet	at	the	base	of	Mount	Erie	on	Ray	Auld	Drive.

The hush of Whistle near winter solstice couldn’t be farther from the madding crowd 
of	summer.	Enjoy	our	deep	water	jewel	of	the	forest	during	the	season	of	recharge,	
and feel the stored sunlight energy emanating from the green. Meet at the Whistle 
Lake parking lot at the end of Whistle Lake Road.

All Ages Hikes
Open to children accompanied by an adult, individuals, and small groups. Ideal for families, friends, and anyone ready to

explore	and	enjoy	our	community	forest	lands	with	the	safety	and	knowledge	of	a	naturalist	guide.

Sugarloaf Mountain
Saturday,	October	12th
10	am	until	noon

Bat Cave
Saturday,	October	26th
10am	until	about	noon

Whistle Lake
Saturday,	November	16th	
10am	until	noon

Experience	the	golden	glow	of	Sugarloaf	Mountain	in	the	fall.	We	will	hike	from	the	
dark woods at the base to the stunning summit view, enjoying every stretch in be-
tween.	Meet	at	the	trailhead	on	Ray	Auld	Drive	at	the	bottom	of	Mount	Erie	just	off	
of Heart Lake Road.

Come to the woods for a natural spook time that will help transition us all to the 
nocturnal	season.	Our	annual	bat	cave	exploration	is	fun	for	everyone.	Costumes	and	
flashlights	are	welcome.	Meet	at	the	Little	Cranberry	Lake	parking	lot	on	the	north	
end of the lake.

As glorious in late fall as in the heat of summer, this place is a treasure to know deeply. 
Dress for the weather and join this hearty hike. Meet at the Whistle Lake parking lot 
at the end of Whistle Lake Road.

Ace of Hearts Creek
Friday,	October	11th
10am	until	noon

Heart Lake Old Growth
Friday,	November	8th
10am	until	noon

Whistle Lake 
Friday,	December	6th
10am	until	noon
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Something New!   20	Mile	Adult	Hike	•	Saturday,	October	5th
For	the	very	fit	forest	enthusiast!	This	is	an	approximate	20	mile,	fast	paced,	multiple	hours
long	adventure.	Advance	registration	is	required.	Contact	Jean	at	the	Friends	of	the	Forest	office,
293-3725	or	jean@friendsoftheacfl.org

WORK PARTIES with Ranger Dave
During	the	fall,	winter,	and	spring	we	put	together	“Work	Parties”	for	volunteers	to	give	back	to	the	ACFL	and	
help in ACFL projects, trail repairs, and removing non-native invasive plants.  Below is a list of upcoming Work 
Parties.  I hope to see you there, and as always, we’ll supply the tools.  Please dress warm and wear boots and 
gloves.		Our	work	parties	generally	last	2	hours.		We	may	cancel	due	to	severe	winds,	rain,	or	snowfall.

NOVEMBER	2nd	@	9:00am:		We	will	be	tackling	some	non-native	invasive	plants	to	help	the	native	flora	and	
fauna	flourish.		Let’s	meet	at	trailhead	126	at	the	west	end	of	Fir	Crest	Blvd,	off	A	Ave.

For an list of upcoming work parties in the ACFL, please visit the City of Anacortes website at 
http://www.cityofanacortes.org/	and	search	the	Parks	and	Recreation	page.		Our	past	work	parties	have	included	
projects	 to	 repair	 trails,	build	 trail	bridges,	 remove	non-native	 invasive	plant	species,	prune	fire	 roads,	plant	
trees,	and	clean	up	trash.		If	you	have	any	questions	please	call	Ranger	Dave	at	661-3554.	

Crowe’s
           Nest

Greetings Friends,
 I hope you soaked in plenty of sunshine this summer to see you through the rainy days ahead. As the 
forest takes a deep drink from the skies, we can all enjoy the rich sights and smells on the trails in the fall sea-
son that has just begun. In that spirit, be sure to get yourself out into the woods soon. Crowds are gone, ferns 
and Salal are washed fresh, and a sense of deep calm is renewed. Look for Douglas squirrels caching cones, 
listen	for	the	newly	formed	feeding	flocks	of	little	birds,	and	breathe	in	the	fragrance	of	Big	Leaf	Maple	as	
vibrant	leaves	light	your	path.	Check	out	our	calendar	and	come	on	a	guided	hike!
	 We	have	settled	into	our	new	office	at	the	Depot.	It	was	great	to	see	so	many	of	you	at	our	open	house	
in	July.	We	are	excited	to	be	in	such	a	beautiful	and	central	space	as	we	gear	up	for	programs	and	events.	
Growing	Wild,	our	3rd	grade	native	plant	curriculum,	is	in	its’	seventh	year.	Classes	and	field	trips	begin	in	
schools	the	first	week	of	October.	Preparations	are	underway	for	our	benefit	event	in	November.	Please	let	us	
know	if	you	want	to	help	beyond	attending	and	having	a	great	time!
 This is a big election year in town and you may have seen our group’s name mentioned recently 
in letters to the editor. We want to clarify that Friends of the Forest does not ever endorse candidates 
running for office. We are proud of our diverse membership which represents a wide spectrum of the 
community.  All of our members are free to make their own choices on their ballot. Our role has always 
been to bring people together in support of the forest. Our history is one of public/private partnerships 
and collaborative success made manifest in the legal preservation of the Anacortes Community Forest 
Lands, providing forest education and recreation for thousands of citizens, and engaging in ongoing 
stewardship in cooperation with city staff. Our woods have a very large canopy, there is plenty of room 
for all of us. Denise Crowe
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Thank you to Friends of the Forest
2013 Members and Contributors!

In memoriam: Our condolences to 
Jean Hawkins on the passing of 
her husband, Robert Schaedler. 

Bob was a true friend of the Forest 
and we will miss him.



Friends of the Anacortes Community Forest Lands

MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Friends of the Forest is a nonprofit, citizens organization dedicated to the preservation of the Anacortes Community Forest Lands through 

education, outreach and stewardship.  Friends of the Forest is a not for profit 501 c3 organization.  Tax ID # 501c3 91-1430220
PLEASE JOIN US!  Membership and contributions are tax-deductible.

Name ____________________________________________Phone_______________________Email ____________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_
 q Membership Renewal q New Member

We offer many levels of annual membership dues.  Please choose your level of support for this vital mission in our community.

Annual dues: q Individual $25 q Family $40 q Partner $50 q Supporter $100

 q Sponsor $250 q Benefactor $500 q Steward $1000 q Major Donor $5000 or more

 Other _________________

Areas of Interest__________________________________ Topics for general meetings or newsletter ____________________________

Please mail memberships/contributions to:  Friends of the ACFL, P.O. Box 2213, Anacortes, WA 98221 or visit us at 611 R Avenue, Anacortes, WA 98221

Thank you to all friends who have renewed their dues and a reminder to those who haven’t sent in this year - we need it!  Keeping your dues current with the 
Friends of the Forest is one of the best ways to Think Globally and Act Locally.  On Fidalgo Island, thankfully we have the ACFL, and it needs Friends to ensure 
its preservation.  Our Education Program depends on your support.  Thank you!

WAYS TO GIVE
Our work depends on a healthy mix of 
funding sources.  All contributions to our 
group are tax deductible.  Please consider 
the following options for financial contri-
bution to our organization.

1.  Active Membership 
Dues are due in January!  There are dif-
ferent categories of membership to suit 
your preference.  Any contributions to our 
group above your membership level are 
greatly appreciated.  See our membership 
form on the back page.

2.  Individual Contributions
We greatly appreciate any contributions to 
help support our education and outreach 
program.  You can make these in honor or 
in memory.

3.  Friends of the Forest Endowment 
Fund
We have an endowment fund established 
with the Skagit Community Foundation. 
The purpose of this fund is to create an 
endowment that will eventually provide 
interest income to our organization.  This 
is an excellent option for sizeable donations 
to our group.

4.  Planned Giving
If you are making estate plans, please con-
sider including our organization.

You may contact Denise Crowe or Jean 
Andrich (360-293-3725) at our office to 
discuss any of these options.

The City Forest Advisory Board meets every first Thursday of the month
at 7:00pm at Fidalgo Center and is open to the public.

Mayor, 4-year term, at large, salaried - 299-1950
Council Members (7) 4-year terms - 3 from Wards, 4 at Large - 293-1900

FOREST BOARD MEMBERS PARKS & FOREST LANDS
MANAGERSandra Starbuck                901-9179 

Brian Wetcher 293-7624

Marty Laumbattus 293-7940

Rick Boge 299-2692

Aaron Rasmussen     293-3018

Jonn Lunsford 299-1953

OFFICERS
President Andy Stewart 299-9406
Vice President Monica Ochs 293-6003
Secretary Jean Andrich             293-0124
Treasurer Lin Nichols 299-3826

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH DIRECTOR
Denise Crowe 293-3725

 WEBSITE ADDRESS

       NAME          E-MAIL     PHONE    TERM ENDS

Mayor Dean Maxwell         coa.mayor@cityofanacortes.org 299-1950       12/31/13
W1  Ryan Walters www.ryanwalters.org 610-7770       12/31/15
W2  Brad Adams brada@cityofanacortes.org 293-3056       12/31/15
W3  Eric Johnson www.anacorteseric.org  840-5415      12/31/15
P4   Brian E. Geer briang@cityofanacortes.org 293-4791       12/31/13
P5   Cynthia Richardson cynthiar@cityofanacortes.org 299-9081       12/31/13
P6   Bill Turner billt@cityofanacortes.org 293-9658       12/31/13
P7   Erica Pickett ericap@cityofanacortes.org 293-6264       12/31/13

Meetings are 1st and 3rd Mondays, 7:00pm in Council Chambers.
Study Sessions are 2nd and 4th Mondays, 7:00pm in Council Chambers.

BOARD MEMBERS

Andy Stewart 299-9406 Jan. 2014 akccstewart@earthlink.net
Jean Andrich 293-0124 Jan. 2014 jean@friendsoftheacfl.org
Lin Nichols 293-3826 Jan. 2014 lin.nichols@yahoo.com
Monica Ochs 293-6003 Jan. 2014 monica.ochs@gmail.com
Bill Dietrich 588-0118 Jan. 2014 williamdietrich@comcast.net
Denise Crowe 293-8426 Jan 2015 denise@friendsoftheacfl.org
Scott Gudmundsen 293-1550 Jan 2015 robertgudmundsen@shell.com
Charlie Collins 873-8873 Jan 2015 troutdental@yahoo.com
Ed Gastellum 293-7626 Jan 2015 ecgastel@wavecable.com

   

Friends of the Forest 
Board Meetings are 
at 7pm the second 
Wednesday of each 
month.  We meet in 
the Depot Building, 

located at 611 R Avenue, 
Anacortes.  Meetings 

are open to the public.  
Please come and get 

involved.

FRIENDS OF THE FOREST

 FOREST ADVISORY BOARD CITY OF ANACORTES ELECTED OFFICIALS

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
Jean Andrich 293-3725

www.friendsoftheacfl.org
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