
 Friends of the Forest begins a new era following the resignation of longtime 
Education and Outreach Director Denise Crowe in August. With the community’s 
help, the Friends’ board plans to expand our programs and redouble our 
commitment to protecting and studying our forest. 
 Anacortes enjoys a remarkable resource of approximately 2,800 acres of 
forest, meadow, wetland and lakes, protected from development by the donations of 
Fidalgo Island’s nature lovers. This green core is traversed by 55 miles of trails and 
represents what may be the largest ratio of parkland to population in the United 
States. 
 Denise’s thirty years of work to help preserve this woodland is an 
achievement of historic importance to Anacortes. As the Friends’ primary educator, 
she has introduced the forest to thousands of school children and adults through 
classes, camps, and day hikes. It is with regret and appreciation that the Board 
accepted her resignation. 
 With any change comes new opportunity. The Friends of the Forest board is 
reorganizing the staff, and the community will see new faces leading experiences in 
the woods. We hope to grow our education and recreational programs and expand 
forest stewardship. 
 The growing popularity of Anacortes Community Forest Lands is presenting 
new challenges. We must help preserve the ecosystem and the trail system from 
increasing use, pet waste, and litter. Lengthening summer droughts, likely 
exacerbated by climate change, are stressing plants and animals. Disastrous forest 
fires in the West and our own 2016 blaze bring home the vulnerability of forest 
landscapes. At the same time, restoration experiments around the world are 
demonstrating that ecosystems can be sustained and improved. 
 This is an exciting and challenging time. We hope the community will join us 
in wishing Denise well, welcoming new staff as hires are made, and committing time 
and dollars to making our incredible forest legacy healthy and accessible. Friends 
hopes to partner with all of you in continuing to make our forest the heart of 
Anacortes pride. 
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