
FRIENDS OF THE FOREST
ANNUAL BENEFIT

EVENING’S PROGRAM
5:00 to 7:00
SOCIAL HOUR &
SILENT AUCTION 
Music by Fidalgo Swing

BLUE SECTION
auction tables
close at 6:45

RED SECTION
auction tables
close at 7:00

7:00 to 8:00
DINNER

8:00 to 9:00
LIVE AUCTION 

9:00 to 11:00
Dance to the music of
FIDALGO SWING

9:30 to Closing
Auction Settlement
and Item Pick-up



WHY WE ARE HERE
With your help, the Friends of the Forest fund a range of forest programs that reach
hundreds of students each year. We provide immersion experiences in Fidalgo
Island nature that are active, fun, and educational. Our programs help grow nature
connections that develop lifelong learning and a compassionate stewardship ethic.

� All third grade students in the district participate in our Growing Wild
program each fall and spring. This original class and field curriculum grounds
the kids in native plant knowledge.

� All seventh grade students in the district participate in our Watershed
Discovery program each spring. Through class and field activities they learn
about our island’s habitats, fresh water ecology, food webs, and a wide array
of native animals.

� Forest Discovery summer day camp is a special opportunity for kids 7-12 to
hike and play in different areas of our forest within small groups. Each day we
explore a different habitat theme covering forest, wetland, and meadow as
we journey.

� All Ages/Family Community Hikes provide a way for families to enjoy the
forest together, learning natural history and becoming oriented with trail
routes to encourage their own adventures.

Our work helps local youth gain an important understanding of Fidalgo Island
history and ecological systems. They become familiar with our native plants,
animals, and varied habitat communities. They learn how to seek out the
forestlands for healthy recreation and personal rejuvenation. They grow up to be
citizens that care for our community forest.

We are here to celebrate the natural beauty in which we live and prepare the next
generations to enjoy it – understand it – and protect it – as we do.



TOP LEFT

Forest Discovery Day Camp

on Sugarloaf Mountain

TOP RIGHT:

Grade school field trip students

playing the camera game.

MIDDLE:

Old growth grove community hike

BOTTOM LEFT & RIGHT:

7th grade students quietly write their observations

of different forest habitats in their study of native

animals, part of our Watershed Discovery Program.



LIVE AUCTION

1. Two night stay at Guemes Island Resort
Come and enjoy the serenity of Guemes Island in the quiet season at this old-style,
beachfront resort. Get away from the telephone, television and radio. Take the
opportunity to quiet the mind and relax the body. Fishing & crabbing (in season), beach
walks, hiking, and many other activities abound at the resort. A $50.00 gift certificate to
the Guemes Island General Store makes this escape complete!
Value – $400                         Donated by Mark and Kelly Linnemann, Proprietors
                                                 (Valid October-May 31, quiet season)

2. Cynthia Richardson,  ‘Rainy Day Heron’  30” x 15”  acrylic on canvas 
Cynthia is an artist and retired architect. She started painting in college, and was an
early member of Gallery Northwest in Edmonds, WA. After raising her children and
having a full-time architectural career, she moved to Anacortes and served as an
Anacortes City Council Member for several years, while reigniting her passion for
painting. Also includes a set of 6 greeting cards with same image.
Value – $800                         Donated by Cynthia Richardson

3. Day of Sailing aboard a Classic Wooden Boat with Skipper Andy Stewart 
You and 2 or 3 friends will leave Cap Sante for a day of fun on Windsong, an elegant 36’
yawl. Depending on the tide, landing on Cypress or Saddlebag Island might be an
option! A box lunch by Mary Ann’s is also included. This trip will offer you a terrific
perspective of Fidalgo Island!
Value – $500                         Donated by Emerald Marine and Mary Ann’s Kitchen



4. Brown Lantern Table for 8
You and 7 friends will enjoy your own table at Anacortes’ favorite pub with unlimited
food and beverages. Whether you prefer beer or cocktails, burgers or salads, take
advantage of this opportunity to reserve your table for a night of dinner, drinks, and fun.
May we suggest a Seahawks pre-game party or Trivia Night table? Please redeem with 24
hour advanced notice. 
Value – $500                         Donated by The Brown Lantern Ale House

5. Kris Ekstrand,  ‘Hummingbird Nest, Fidalgo Island’ 
51” x 35”  charcoal and mixed media
Kris is a local artist from Bay View who gains inspiration from her daily walks on the
Padilla Bay trail. She grew up on the banks of the Stillwater River in Montana and now
lives near the Skagit River. She says, “These two rivers, and the landscapes through
which they flow, have defined much of my thinking, values and artistic decisions.”
Before becoming an artist full time, Kris worked at North Cascades Institute and
Museum of Northwest Art.
Value – $1400                       Donated by Kris Ekstrand, courtesy of Smith and Vallee Gallery

6. Flip Flop the Night Away at The Buffett Beach Bash
(Your choice of Friday, April 19 or Saturday, April 20)
Dance to the music of Garratt Wilkin and the Parrotheads while you sip on a margarita
in your best Jimmy Buffett attire! 
Package includes: 4 tickets to the event, 4 Beach Bash T-shirts, 1st round of drinks,
Parrothead swag plus a bottle of tequila, margarita mix and 2 margarita glasses!
Value – $400                         Produced and Donated  by The Anacortes Arts Festival



7. Elton Bennett, Original Signed Serigraph ‘Journey into Silence’
Elton Bennett was a 20th-century American artist living and working in the Northwest.
Born in 1910 in Cosmopolis, Washington, Bennett grew up and worked on the
Washington coast, attended art school at the age of 36 and by 1956 became a full-time
artist making serigraphs or silk screen prints. Elton’s serigraphs depict the Pacific
Northwest coastal environment and give glimpses of the working lives of the people
the artist knew and worked with all his life. These works have steadily gained
recognition over the years. The artist’s tragic death in 1974 in an airplane crash has
meant a substantial increase in their value as a solid investment.
Value – $2000                       Artwork donated by Dennis Clark & Lynne Jordan
                                                 Framing generously donated by Scott Milo Gallery

8. Dinner, Wine and Music in one of Anacortes’ Old Town Elegant Mansions
built in 1890
This item has all the makings for a lovely and fun filled evening for 8 lucky people! Enjoy
farm to table fare from locally sourced ingredients prepared by an award winning chef,
with wine pairings during each course. Enjoy the luxury of a personal bartender and
server...you are sure to be spoiled all night! Music by Fidalgo Swing completes the
experience.
Value – Truly Priceless         Donated by Hosts Pat Barrett & Mary Staley
                                                 and Chef John Enright 
                                                 Music by Fidalgo Swing



9. Keith Sorenson,  ‘Maples’  30” X 30”  oil on canvas
“I’ve been painting most of my life, but it was only after retiring from an architectural
career in 2000 that I found time to devote myself fully. I paint landscapes for many
reasons, but basically it is because of a focus on the natural beauty that occurs all
around us. I find that when I am painting, my energy is totally directed to what I’m
seeing, I live in the moment, past and future are not distractions, and simplicity
prevails.”
Value – $1000                       Donated by Keith Sorenson

10. Distillery Tour and Tasting for up to 12 people
Enjoy a private tour at Mount Vernon’s best boutique distillery. Bring up to 12 guests for
a complimentary tasting of 7 products and an assortment of appetizers. Choose from a
variety of unique craft cocktails to enjoy.
Value – $640                         Donated by Valley Shine Distillery

11. Leo Osborne,  ‘Along the Pond’  12” x 36”  acrylic on gold leaf
Leo grew up on a farm in Massachusetts, and played in the surrounding forests with his
boyhood friends. It was in these forests that he first felt the world of spirit...the old
souls that were present in those sacred places. He began drawing and later trained in
painting at the School of Art in Boston. His carving and other art forms evolved
naturally and as he says: “The artist is the instrument for release. The mind moves and
the tool walks on its own. Become one with the tool, one with the medium, blend,
move together, feel the music and feel life!” Inspired by a poem that comes with the
piece. 
Value – $2800                       Donated by Leo Osborne



12. Day Trip to Cypress Island aboard PANGAEA
This is a wonderful opportunity for up to six people to cruise aboard the beautiful
Pangaea, a 39 foot sailboat, leaving from Cap Sante in the morning and returning late
afternoon. Once at Cypress, there are woodland trails and pristine beaches to explore.
Your hosts will lead you to picturesque Eagle Harbor or Cypress Head, depending upon
the tides and weather. Locally sourced lunch and refreshments included. Enjoy a
wonderful day with two of Fidalgo Island’s finest sailors.
Value – $1000                       Hosted and Donated by Mac Madenwald and Wendy Gray

13. Featured Art by Peregrine O’Gormley,  ‘Awake’  4.75” x 4” x 7”  bronze
edition of 23
Peregrine O’Gormley grew up on 40 acres of woods and grazing land in the mountains of
central New Mexico where his father taught him to carefully observe his natural
surroundings. “We’d peer carefully at a pinhead-size flying insect, and he’d say, ‘A flying
miracle! This minuscule thing eats, poops, breathes, sees, hears, has legs – 6, did you
count them?’ In teaching me to see, my father passed on to me a deep reverence for the
natural world; a joy in being witness to it, tempered by my serious concern for its
wellbeing.”
Value – $1500                        Donated by Peregrine O’Gormley

14. Wave A Branch! 
Wave a branch, and help us grow our Forest Education Program!
This is your opportunity to directly contribute to our education and stewardship
program, which is the biggest funding need for the Friends of the Forest. We are seeking
sustaining support for current programs, and are poised to enhance our scope and reach
with more offerings and special projects. With your help, we can continue to provide
our comprehensive education programs in local schools, summer day camp for kids,
community hikes for all ages/families, and grow to meet the expanding need for forest
awareness in our community.



Fred Abelman
Ace Hardware 
Adrift
Alvin Crain Photography
Anacortes Cinemas
Anacortes Diving & Supply
Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Anthony’s Restaurants
Bastion Brewing Co. 
Bikespot
Jane Billinghurst
Jennifer Bowman
The Brown Lantern Ale House
Bubba Suds Car Wash & Detail
Burrows Bay Associates, LLC 
Dennis Clark & Lynne Jordan
Coco Cobena Salon 
Jo Critchlow
Dad’s Diner
Diane Davidson
Deception Distillery
Bill Dietrich 
Margrit Ebner
Fidalgo Nature School
Frida’s Gourmet
    Mexican Cuisine 

Mark Gardner
Candy Garvey
The Good Stuff Arts
Greg Haynes
Duane Hudson
Marie Ibsen
Island Adventures 
Island Styles
Johnny Picasso’s 
Stacie Kaleel
Klepper Glass 
Trevor Kyle
Bobbi Lauducci
Terry MacDonald
Majestic Inn & Spa
Marina Inn 
The Market in Anacortes
Judith McCarthy
Earle McNeil
Astrea Miller
Janet Morgan
Dave Oicles
Christine Olsen
Ms. Quirk’s Upcycled Skirts
Mt. View Dental Center
North Cascades Institute

Pelican Bay Books
Penguin Coffee
Pita J’s 
Red Snapper 
Dona Reed
Safeway 
Scott Milo Gallery
SeaBear Smokehouse 
Secret Cove
Shell Refinery
Skagit Cycle Center
Skagit Land Trust 
Skagit Wild Bird Supply 
Smarter Than Your Dog
Starbucks 
Kristin Stewart 
Sweetgrass Massage Studio
Swinomish Casino & Lodge 
Martha Tottenham 
Union Tavern 
Vital Choice
    Seafood & Organics 
Deddy Ward
Watermark Book Co. 
Zap Pro Lube 

SILENT AUCTION DONORS



THANKS TO THIS YEAR’S
FRIENDS OF THE FOREST BENEFIT

EVENT SPONSORS!
Andeavor

Barrett Financial Community Caring Project
Heritage Bank

McMullen & Ochs, Attorney at Law
Shell Puget Sound Refinery

Bayside Dental Care
Emerald Marine Carpentry

Mountain View Dental Center 
Samish Indian Nation

Azusa Farm and Gardens
Chandler’s Square Retirement Community

Derek Damon, Orthodontics
Fidalgo Animal Medical Center

Island Import Garage
North Sound Oral and Facial Surgery, P.S.

Port of Anacortes
Sebo’s Henery Hardware

Skagit Runners
Strandberg Construction Inc.

Thrive Community Fitness

And Major Contributors
Brian Adams  •  Fidalgo Swing  •  Gere-a-Deli  •  Angie Partolan  •  Tom Pasma

Laurie Quirk  •  Scott Milo Gallery  •  Watermark Book Company  •  Dr. Mark Wenzel



All third grade students in the Anacortes School District learn about native plants through
our program, Growing Wild. Here, students find their particular plant on a fall ACFL field

trip, and continue to learn more through spring class and field activities.




